Dunkirk Line Pack 2 : Coasters and Cargo Vessels

This second pack in our Dunkirk Line provides the basis for building kits of some of the coasters and smaller cargo ships which were involved in Operation Dynamo.  These are two typical rear engined coasters Yewdale and Levenwood, a smaller Dutch coaster or ‘skoot’ in Royal Navy parlance, many of which were manned by RN crews.  The smaller vessels are two Thames barges (instructions for these are separate) and lastly the small motor lighter Bat, a small cargo vessel owned by the removals company Pickfords which also was present.

The coasters have been left so that they can be used to build a generic rather than specific ship if required, the basic layout was common to very many ships of this period.
Coasters
The smaller vessel represents a generic hull for one of many Dutch schuits (skoots to the Royal Navy) which escaped to Britain after the invasion of Holland and were recquisitioned by the RN and manned by their crews.  A number of these ships were present at Dunkirk, both bringing supplies to the troops on the beaches and leaving with men aboard.  

This model is based on the Despatch for which plans in 700 scale are shown below, although any of a number of similar ships can be modelled.
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	Part 
	Description
	Source

	A
	railing
	Any three bar railing

	B
	dinghy
	Battlefleet models

	C
	derrick
	Brass rod

	D
	funnel
	Plastic rod or tube

	E
	Radio aerial
	

	F
	Bridge
	Kit part

	G
	Cargo booms
	Brass rod

	H
	Mast
	Brass rod

	I
	Boom rest
	Plastic sheet

	J
	Anchor winch
	Battlefleet models

	K
	Deck edge bulwark
	Plastic sheet (also in front of bridge)

	L
	Ladder
	Stock photoetch

	M
	Cargo hatches
	Grooved plastic sheet

	N
	Hull
	Kit part

	O
	Winch
	Battlefleet models


The slightly larger of the two aft engine mid bridge coasters is a model of the Yew class of coasters, of which Yewdale was present at Dunkirk.  These plans below provide templates for the deck areas, the longer superstructure part is the aft deckhouse, the smaller the bridge.  Note the planked decking of the open bridge top and under the boat stowage.
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	Part 
	Description
	Source

	1
	Deck edge bulwark
	Plastic sheet 

	2
	Aft superstructure
	Kit part

	3
	Dinghies
	Battlefleet models

	4
	Funnel
	Plastic rod or tube (12mm x 2.5mm)

	5
	Vents
	Battlefleet models

	6
	Booms
	Brass rod

	7
	Masts
	Brass rod – mainmast 30mm foremast 20mm

	8
	Bridge deck
	Grooved plastic sheet

	9
	Railing
	Photoetch stock

	10
	Windlass
	Battlefleet models

	11
	Ladders
	Photoetch stock
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The smaller of these two ships is Levenwood, she is very similar to Yewdale in layout, the difference is a narrower funnel, different arrangement of ventilators, three masts and a different bridge layout.  Other than that details are as for Yewdale.
Part of the story of Levenwood’s time at Dunkirk can be read here 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/69/a2275869.shtml
Below is the only photograph which appears to exist of Levenwood.  
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The motor lighter Bat is the smallest vessel and requires a mast and booms, funnel and covered bridge area amongst other details as in the photograph below.
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